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EARLY YEARS INITIATIVE — CENTRAL GREAT SOUTHERN 
Statement by Minister for Community Services  

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.08 am]: I rise to inform the house of an 
exciting development in the Early Years Initiative partnership between the state government, the Minderoo Foundation 
and the Telethon Kids Institute. On 20 December 2018, the central great southern shires of Katanning, Broomehill, 
Tambellup, Kojonup and Gnowangerup were announced as the first communities to adopt the initiative. The 
Early Years Initiative will work with four partner communities from metropolitan, regional, remote and very 
remote areas. The remaining three communities will be announced this year. 

The Early Years Initiative board chose the central great southern due to its high population of children aged under 
four years, research that shows a wide scope for improved early childhood outcomes, and extremely high 
community support for the initiative. The central great southern communities located south east of Perth have 
a total population of almost 8 500, with more than seven per cent aged under four years. The region will now be 
supported to form a local decision-making body to help combine local insights with global best practice. One in 
five children aged four years and under in WA is considered developmentally vulnerable as measured by the 
Australian Early Development Census. This government is committed to doing things differently in order to see 
a change in these developmental outcomes. I know that the Premier shares this view and that his priorities in 
government include an increased focus on early intervention, ensuring accountability to the outcomes we want to 
achieve and tackling complex issues head-on. This is why the Early Years Initiative is such a valuable partnership. 

The state government and its partners, with the help of leading international researchers, will support participating 
communities to identify what works best to help children thrive. All Western Australian families will benefit from 
the initiative, as key learnings from it will inform future policy-making. I look forward to providing further updates 
as this important project develops. 
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